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Church is an awesome, spirited, life changing movement that is growing around the world today. Church is the great work of God
. To be connected with God, and subsequently to other people, in real relationship through Jesus is something that blows my mind every day.

One of the great metaphors of Church that we find in Scripture is the body of Christ
. Because we are his body we have a passion to please him in all we do and say. Jesus is the head of the body
 and so rules his Church
. We are his people, thus it is proper for Christ alone to articulate who we are, and how we are to exist as his church in the world. 

We want to know the mind of Christ, and it is through the Gospel that this takes place. I realize this is Gospel 101, but I never want to assume it, lest we begin to forget it. When Paul expounds the nature of knowing God
 he explains that knowing the mind of Christ comes in and through the Gospel of Christ. All are sinners and are separated from God and rightly under his judgement
. We need redemption
. The Bible says, ‘while we were still sinners Christ died for us.
’ This is the demonstration of God’s love; through the propitiatory death of Jesus on the cross God’s righteous anger is met and our sins dealt with in full
. The bodily resurrection of Christ guarantees the efficacy of his sacrifice
 and offers us the hope of new life
. In this way the Gospel is prior to the Church. Once justified through faith in Christ we are made members of his body. We come to know God personally and truly. We have access to the Father, through Jesus, by the Spirit
. 

Through the Gospel God not only redeems us, forgives us and gives us new life, he also reveals to us his good purposes for the Church, and indeed for the world. This mind of Christ is known truly and sufficiently in the Bible. Such an assertion is made no less than by Jesus himself
, and is repeated by the Apostles and writers of the New Testament
. The incarnate Word speaks today through the written word, which is living and active
.
Since God has promised to speak faithfully and ever relevantly to the Church through the Bible, we do not look for new manifestations of God speaking, whether that is through dreams or icons or strange phenomena. This is not to say God cannot speak through the mouth of an ass again if he so desires, for God is God and we are not about to put him in a box, but God has not promised to do such. Our intention as a church is to listen to God where he has promised to speak, namely the Bible. It is true that through creation something of God’s character is revealed, but as Romans ch.1 argues it is a knowledge that leads to condemnation not salvation. However, through the eyes of faith, creation does declare God’s glory, yet creation is never a substitute for God’s speech in Scripture. Hebrews 1:1-2 reminds us, ‘In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe'. The Church today is living in ‘the last days’ and as such God speaks by His Son. We cannot divorce the Son speaking from the Spirit of Christ speaking, and the sword of the Spirit is the Word of God
. 

Sometimes we talk about God’s will as though it is clouded in mystery and can only be accessed in enigmatic ways. However, when Paul exhorts the Colossians to know God’s will
, he does not say to them, ‘you’re ignorant of it’; the Colossians knew God’s will; Paul is praying that they will come to know this will more and more, and he even explains how this process will happen, ‘through spiritual wisdom and understanding.’
 The Bible gives us the principles and we pray for wisdom to work out how they apply in our context.

At Mentone we read the Scriptures together, we preach from the Scriptures, all the time asking God by his Spirit to help us know him more, to know how his Gospel should impact our own lives, and how we might speak this Gospel to people in our community. Concerning this final phrase, it is really important to grapple with the culture in which we are living. Just as there is little point speaking to me in computer programming language, so we need to learn how to communicate the ‘goods news’ to people in our community. The Bible interprets culture, but we need to know the people we are trying to reach. Therefore while our eyes are on Jesus and reading our Bibles, they are also on our community. It is the task of every member in the Church to foster good relationships with people around them, to find out the issues they experience, who are the faces on our streets, and how can we best love them and share the Gospel with them.
I appreciate that this theological framework is sometimes repudiated as ‘narrow-minded’. I would argue it is wonderfully liberating. For example, the Bible tells us Church is Christians meeting together in the name of Jesus (theological truth)
. The Temple is the people not the building
. Therefore the building we meet in is irrelevant (Application).
 Another example, the Bible exhorts Christians to sing together in order to edify the body and to praise God (theological truth), but we are not given instructions as to what musical genre to use. Therefore, use whatever music style is appropriate for your context (Application). This practice of discernment keeps us both faithful to God and intelligible to our community. An issue for every generation is that we confuse Methods with Principles.  The cultural norms of one generation become the Gospel imperative for the next, and thus we loose touch with our community and we dilute the Gospel. At Mentone we are working very hard to understand these differences and avoid fusing them together. This is another reason to keep going back to Scripture.

We believe in the priesthood of all believers
, and accordingly, every member can understand God’s will and live it out in their own situation. However we also believe that the Pastor/Elders are especially gifted by God to know and teach the Bible to the Church, and so they hold a particular responsibility to lead the congregation in word, prayer and action
.
The lamp for David’s feet
 is a brilliant spot-light for Churches today. Let it shine, let it direct our paths. The irony of this project’s title will not have gone unnoticed in my paper. I encourage Churches that we do not need to new ways to discern God’s voice, we need to renew our dependence on God’s ever faithful, true, and sufficient Word.
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